PRACLARVM 


1 


E QUARTERLY MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 


Quarterly Magazine 


Volume III 
Number 6 


Editorial Committee 
Price 80 cents c/o E.R.Rainsford 

15 Ayliffe Road 
St.Marys S.A. 5042 


EDITORIAL 


This issue of Praeclarvm is the last to be published by the South Australian 
Branch of the Club in this series, and the task will now be taken up by the West 
Australian Branch. 


Recent issues of the West Australian Branch Bulletin and Newsletters leave 
no doubt that the publication is passing into good hands, but the production of the 
magazine is a task made much easier if photographs and items of interest are 
forthcoming from members in other states. 


The retiring committee recommends that all members try and do their bit to 
make the job easier and of - course to place before subscribers news items from 
their own Club. 


It is hoped that publication of this issue will co-inside with the Annual 
Rally held in Perth, and the best wishes of all members to the Perth Branch for a 
successful Rally is wholeheartedly given. 
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The achievement of the West Australian Branch of the Rolls-Royce Owners 
Club, in arranging for the company's 1905 2 cylinder Rolls-Royce to be shown 
during the Federal Rally is no mean feat and although the Editors library has a 
very meagre supply of good photographs of the car — here is the best of them. 
No doubt plenty of better photographs will be available after the Rally. 


Following the article on Ghost Distributor adjustment in the last issue 
several letters were received giving us details of the setting for the rotor and 
contact points. From H.J. Griffeths of Victoria came a copy of the relative page 
from the 1912 handbook which says that this clearnace should be .004.. 


Thanks John and our other friends who wrote to us - 


LANCEFIELD 


Lancefield Coachworks Ltd. started motor body construction in 1921, mount- 
ing a body ona Rolls-Royce chassis first in 1926. Between then and 1939 approxi- 
mately 150 bodies were built for Rolls-Royce chassis. The company ceased coach- 
building in 1948 and are now engaged in aircraft component manufacture. 
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Eagle engines 
stood the test of time 


Rolls-Royce built its first aero-engine in 1914. Named the Eagle, it was 
the first of a long line of V-12 piston engines and continued in service until the 
1930's. In 1919 two Eagles each delivering 350 bhp at 1800 rpm powered the 
Alcock and Brown Vimy which made the first ever non-stop crossing of the Atlantic. 


When Rolls-Royce was asked to supply the engines for the replica Vimy being 
built by the Vintage Aircraft and Flying Association, the first problem was to find 
suitable engines capable of doing the job. 


An extensive search eventually brought to light some engines which had been 
originally supplied to the Royal Dutch Air Force in the early 1920's, and 
subsequently modified for use in boats on the Dutch Canals, and also used 4s power 
units for turbine spinning rigs by Dutch engineering firms. Inall, three engines 
were available together with some additional components. 


The work of making two flyable engines from this collection was largely 
carried out by apprentices with skilled guidance. In addition, some retired 
employees who had worked on the original Eagles were invited back to help out 
with the rebuilding and testing. 


When the engines were stripped down it was found that the moving parts had 
withstood the ravages of time remarkably well, and only valve springs and piston 
rings had to be replaced. 


The first engine was test run on August 1, 1968. Fire precautions had to be 
most stringent as the engine fuel was petrol and not kerosene as used for jet engines. 


So it was back to the smell of petrol and Castrol R-the vegetable-based oil 
used in early petrol engines. Later the team changed to a more convential oil to 
avoid the Castrol R "gumming” up the pistons if the engines were left standing for 
a while. 


As no rig settings were available on the bed for testing the carburettors, all 
the calibration had to be done by eye, judging the colour of the flames from the 
open exhaust. 


Finally the engines gave the required performance, with the power within 
1Obhp of the original specification. Oil consumption was only four pints per hour. 


The two engines are being donated to the Royal Air Force Museum who are 
lending them to the Vintage Aircraft and Flying Association. Following successful 
bench testing, they were delivered to Weybridge in early March, 1969. 
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Charles Rolls and the 
Gordon Bennett Trials 


In 1905, Charles Rolls, by now one of the foremost English amateur drivers of 
the day, was approached by Herbert Austin to drive one of the three Wolseley 
‘beetle’ racing cars in the forthcoming elimination trials for the Gordon Bennett 
race. The trials were held in the Isle of Man in May (before the later T.T. races) 
and consisted of six laps of the course run before a selection committee, with 
timed straight stretches and a timed hill-climb. 


During practice he was one of several who over-did it and collided with a 
gate, but with no serious effect. On May 27th the race started at 9.40 and the 
field were off toa flying start. Rolls managed a creditable first lap of 1 hour 24 
mins. Coming in, he was heard to complain about a dog which had baulked him. 
Away again and for the nextthree laps he improved his times - 1 hour 21 mins. 


and | hour 173 mins. — by now lying a steady fourth. On the last lap the situation 
changed and third man, Goodwin, ona Star, fell out, leaving the third place open 
for Rolls — lap time now 1 hour, 24 mins. (ignition wire trouble). 


The trials finished, the winner was Bianchi on Wolseley (No.4); second, 
Earp on Napier (No.7) and third Rolls on Wolseley (No.11). The outcome of this 
trial was that his steady driving over a period of nearly five-and-a-half hours made 
him first choice to represent Great Britain in the 1905 Gordon Bennett races. There 
was some grumbling at his being chosen before Bianchi, but in the actual race Rolls 
was the first British driver home, beating both Bianchi and Earp and taking eighth 
place overall. 


Months later the official times were published, giving Rolls' 'net! circuit 
times of 1] hour 4 min., 584 mins., 594 mins., 1 hour 22 mins. and 584 mins. The 
difference between the 'official' time and those recorded by an actual observer 
seems a little strange — possibly a section of the course was excluded. . 


Bianchi drove for 6 hours 12 mins. and completed six laps to Rolls' five. Earp 
drove for 6 hours and Charles Rolls for 5 hours 20 mins. It seems that the trials 
were stopped as soon as the competitors were reduced to three from the original 
field of ten. It was a test run to destruction! 


WEYMANN of Paris 


The Parisian firm of Carrosserie Weymann were noted for their patented rattle 
free bodies. These were an adaptation of aircraft fuselage construction, being fabric 
stretched over a wooden frame. So great was the demand that an English company 
was formed and many other coachbuilders built Weymann Patent bodies under licence. 
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VALVE & IGNITION TIMING FOR SILVER GHOST ENGINE 


Inlet valve opens when the Piston has travelled .050 on its downward stroke 
or 13" on the circumference on the 17.1/8" diam. flywheel. This is equal to an 
angular movement 10° past T.D.C. 


Inlet valve closes 54° past T.D.C. or when the Piston has travelled 13/16 
of an inch on its upward Stroke. This is equal to a distance of .81/8" on the 
circumference of the flywheel. 


Exhaust valve opens when the piston is 15/16 of an inch before B.D.C. ora 
distance of 8 5/8" on the circumference of flywheel. This is equal to an angle of 
58° before B.D.C. Exhaust valve closes 10° after T.D.C. or when the piston has 
travelled .050 on the downward stroke. This is equal to 13" on the circumference 
of the flywheel. 45/50 H.P. Silver Ghost Running clearance 4 thousands. 


Battery & Ignition 


With Ignition control in fully advanced Position and No. 1 Piston on its 
compressure Stroke the low tension contact should just make when the piston is 
23" before T.D.C. a distance of 154" on the circumference of the flywheel or an 
angle of 102°. 


With the ignition control fully retarded the low tension contact must not 
make until after T.D.C. Full range of control 112°. 


Silver Ghost Magneto Ignition 


When the control is in the earliest or advance position the contact should 
break. 30 degrees before T.D.S. or when the piston is 3/8" before T.D.C. This 
is equal to 45" on the 174" diam. flywheel. 


Control in the latest position contact should break just before T.D.C. on 
the flywheel or 3 degrees before T.D.C. 


Firing order 1. 4, 2. 6. 3. 5. 


MANN EGERTON 


Mann Egerton & Co. Ltd. of Norwich, established in 1898, started building 
* motor bodies in 1901. The first body to be mounted on a Rolls-Royce chassis was 
built in 1914 and between that date and 1939 approximately five hundred and 
fifty bodies were manufactured for Rolls-Royce chassis. The company ceased 
motor body construction in 1939 and are now Motor Engineers and 
Distributors. 
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THE CONTROL OF AIR POLLUTION 
ON ROLLS-ROYCE CARS FOR THE 
AMERICAN MARKET 


A new test facility has been built at Crewe to enable cars to be tested for 
compliance with the latest American standards for the control of air pollution from 
motor vehicles. 


Even the high efficiency engines fitted to the modern motor car do not 
completely utilise all their fuel, so that the exhaust gases contain unburnt 
hydrocarbons and poisonous carbon monoxide. 


In 1966 the State of California introduced legislation to control air péllution. 
Research had shown that in the presence of strong sunlight a chemical reaction 
occurs in which the unburnt hydrocarbons from the fuel combine with oxide of nit- 
rogen in the atmosphere to produce smog. 


This smog reduces visibility and causes considerable domage to crops. It 
causes severe eye irritation, can be fatal to people with respiratory complaintsand 
is injurious to health in many other ways. 


Initially, imported cars were exempt from the Californian regulations, but in 
January 1968 the U.S. Federal Government imposed strigent controls on the levels 
of unburnt hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide in the exhaust gases, for all cars on 
a nationwide basis. 


Emission control 


To meet these regulations, Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow and Bentley "T” Series 
cars built for the United States market are fitted with an exhaust emission control 
system comprising air injection into the exhaust ports, carburettor and ignition 
modifications. 


A belt driven pump draws air through a cleaner and silencer and injects it via 
stainless steel pipes into the exhaust ports just downstream of the valves. This air 
combines with the unburnt gases from the cylinders and completes the combustion 
process in the exhaust pipe. 


Air injection alone is not sufficient to meet the standards. In addition it is 
necessary to fit a mixture weakening device to the carburettors to enable a cleaner 
mixture to be used during part throttle operation. Modifications to the ignition 
timing are also necessary and the vacuum advance control for the distributor is no 
longer fitted. Other refinements assist cold starting, prevent carburettor icingand 
eliminate the back-firing which could be caused by the injected air producing an 
explosive mixture in the exhaust system on overrun. 


The U.S. Federal authorities have laid down a specific test for determining 
compliance with the standards. This consists of a sequence of operating conditions 
on a chassis dynamometer representing the various driving modes such as idle, 
acceleration, cruising and braking. 
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Basic test 


The basic test is designed to determine the hydrocarbon and carbon monoxide 
concentrations for an "average trip" in a metropolitan area of about seventeen 
minutes from a cold start. The test is devided into seven cycles each containing 
seven modes. 


The exhaust gases are sampled continuously, using special analysers, and the 
concentration levels drawn on charts by moving pen recorders. Average 
concentrations for each mode are determined from the charts and the results 
combined to yield composite values. 


MIXTURE 
WEAKENING 
DEVICE 


The mixture weakening device (1) is fitted on one float chamber lid and 
consists of a venturi (2) at one end, connected to a drilling in the carburettor body 
(3) close to the edge of the throttle butterfly; the other end contains a calibrated 
air bleed (4) which draws air through a small filter (5). A central drilling (6) 
communicates two carburettors. When cruising at part throttle, manifold depression 
draws air through the venturi. This reaches sonic velocity and remains constant 
once a pre-determined depression is attained. The calibrated orifice controls the 
flow of air into the system and therefore the float chamber depression. At full 
throttle the manifold depression produced is slight and has negligible effect on the 
air pressure in the float chamber, and at idle the drilling in the carburettor body 
is masked by the throttle butterfly. 


To improve engine performance at low temperatures and prevent difficulties 
in starting, a thermostatically controlled cut off valve (8) renders the system 
inoperative at temperatures below 62° F. 


Float chamber drains (9)are retained to cope with flooding or fuel boiling, but 


a relief valve (10) is now fitted to prevent air being drawn inand destroying the effect of 
the weakener. 
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AIR FLOW TO EXHAUST 
[=> PORTS DURING NORMAL 
OPERATING SPEEDS. 


AIR FLOW FOLLOWING 
=_—P- A RAPID THROTTLE 
CLOSURE 


AIR 
INJECTION 
SYSTEM 


Air pump driven by 'V' belt. 
Air Distribution Manifolds deliver air to each exhaust port. 
Air Cleaner and Silencer fitted to pump inlet. 


Check Valves prevent the backflow of exhaust gasses into the pump when the 
exhaust back pressure exceeds the pump delivery pressure at high speed and 
load, or in the case of failure of an air pump driving belt. 


Relief Valve dumps air to atmosphere when the check valves are closed to 
prevent damage to the air pump vanes. 


Gulp Valve triggered by manifold depression diverts a metered quantity of air 
from the pump to the inlet manifold on deceleration. Rapid closure of the throttle 
when driving suddenly drops the intake manifold pressure causing fuel to be 
vaporised from the walls, resulting in a mixture which momentarily is too rich to 
burn in the combustion chambers. Under these conditions the air injection into 
the exhaust ports would produce severe backfiring if the mixture was not 
weakened by the action of the gulp valve. 


Pressure Control Valve prevents air from the pump passing to the gulp valve at 
idling speed when the pump delivery pressure is low. This is necessary since the 
manifold depression at idle approaches the over-run figure and could trigger off 
the gulp valve and cause uneven running. On over-run, at higher speed, the 
pump pressure opens the pressure control valve and allows air to pass to the gulp 
valve. 


Throttle Damper reduces the rate of throttle closure and supplements the action 
of the gulp valve, therby improving combustion on over-run and reducing 
hydrocarbon omissions. 


Carburettors. 


Induction Manifold "Tee" Piece. 
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' H.J. Mulliner s Co.,, Ltd. 


TELEPHONE 
CHISWICN 7831 2-3 (3 LINES ) 


MOTOR BODY BUILDERS 


Bedford Park Works 
CHISWICK - LONDON-W:4 


IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 


HJM/jBPL/1L 


age 


TELEGRAPHIC ADORESSES 
RENILLUM. LONDON (ovssess) 
RENILLUM.CHISK, LONDON ‘wuanor 


SPECIFICATION and ESTIMATE for the Manufacture of an H.J.Mulliner Body 


TYPE OF BODY 


ROOF 
WINDSCREEN 


WINDOWS 


DOORS 


SEATING 


DIVISION 


WINGS 
RUNNING BOARDS 


BOOT 


PAINTWORK 
UPHOLSTERY 


CABINET WORK 


ELBOW MOULDING 


INSTRUMENT BOARD 


FITTINGS 
ENTRANCE HANDLES 


PRIVATE LOCKS 


FOOT RESTS 


SPARE WHEEL 


TOOL 
ACCOMMODATION 


fitted to Silver Wraith ROLLS-ROYCE 133-in. wheel-base chassis. 


Special H. J. Mulliner Sports Touring Limousine in accordance with Drawing 
No. 7348 and framed up throughout in light alloy and panelled in aluminium. 


A fixture throughout and panelled in aluminium; no sunshine roof. 
Single panel, a fixture and heavily curved. 


6: all door windows to drop by means of mechanical lifts; swivelling ventilating 
panels to front ends of front doors; quarter windows to hinge on front. 


4; hung on concealed hinges: front doors on front pillars, hind doors on rear 
pillars. H. J. Mulliner patent locks. 


Front seat for 2, driver's part adjustable fore and aft: hind seat for 2/3 people 
comfortably with folding armrest in middle; adjustable elbow rest on each 
front door. 


With glass to drop electrically controlled from instrument board and each side 
of hind seat. 


In heavy gauge aluminium, with necessary stone shields. 


Concealed by bottoms of doors, covered in fluted rubber and edged with un- 
tarnishable angle. 


With large door hinged at top and spring balanced to assist in holding open. 
Private lock incorporated. 


Cellulose according to selection from standard colour ranges. 
In leather or cloth to selection from standard pattern ranges. 


Specially shaped polished wood garnish rail panels below all six windows and 
at back of division. Polished wood tables at each side at back of division 
and cabinet built in between same. Ashtray at back of division and also in 
instrument board. 

Chrome moulding cn elbow line. 


In polished wood with cabinet in side opposite to the steering. with door and 
Jock passed by switch key. 


Untarnishable throughout 
At each side at back of division and on scuttle rail. 


To both doors on one side and interior locking handles to opposite doors, 
both passed by switch key; also boot lock passed by switch key. 


To rear compartment of folding type. 


Carried flat on floor of boot as far to near-side as possible and fitted witn 
detachable cover. 


In Rolls-Royce approved form. 


ATTENTION I3 CALLFQ TO OUR TERMS OF GUSINESE OVERLELE 


Us} 
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CONTINUATION SHEET No. 


VENTILATORS 


INTERIOR LIGHTS 


STOP LIGHTS 


WINDSCREEN 
WIPERS 


REAR NUMBER 
PLATE 
ACCOMMODATION 


DIRECTION 
INDICATORS 


CIGAR LIGHTERS 


RADIO 


CAR HEATER 


DEMISTER AND 
DEFROSTER 


DRIVING MIRROR 
SUN VISORS 

ARM SLINGS 
WIRING 
BUMPERS 


H.J.Mulliner s Co.,Ltd. 


In sides of scuttle dash ducted from front of car. 

2 lights in back of roof at the sides with switch each side of hind seat. Light 
in centre of roof immediately behind division operated by the opening of alt 
4 doors and with independent switch on instrument board: light in interior 
of boot operated by the door. 

Built into hind wings. 


Dual type. 


Arranged according to country of destination. 


Flasher type 


One on instrument board supplied with chassis and one at back of division. 


Fitted under instrument board in Rolls-Royce standard position, with extension 
speaker in cabinet at back of division. 


As supplied with chassis and fitted under the near-side front seat with outlet. 
to front and rear compartments 


As supplied with the chassis and fitted up as required by Rolls-Royce. 


Interior type 

Fitted above windscreen. 

H. J. Mulliner spring up type each side of hind seat. 

ak body and chassis wiring for lighting equipment to be completed. 

The standard R.R. bumpers will be fitted if required, at no extra charge, but 


H. J. Mulliner & Co. offer a set of bumpers of special design arranged to con- 
form to the body styling at an extra charge. 


Appropriate modifications to be made to suit the country in which the car will be used in such items as 


direction indicators, etc. 


ANTHONY BIRD, 1967. 


Many writers have tried to capture ina phrase the singularly effortless 


nature of Ghostly progression, but without venturing upon a blasphemy,it is 


difficult to improve upon its likeness to ‘being drawn along by an invisible piece 
of string’. The car's reliability and longevity may be summed up in Royce's own 


words: ‘The quality will remain when the price is forgotten’. 
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H.J. MULLINER & CO, LTD., Bedford Park Works, Chiswick, London, W.4. 
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TOURING LIMOUSINE TO DESIGN No. 703 


FOR ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER WRAITH CHASSIS 


CONSTRUCTION 


SEATING 


DOORS 


WINDOWS 


ROOF 


WINDSCREEN 


DIRECTION 
INDICATORS 


VENTILATION 


WINGS AND 
STEPBOARDS 


Framework of Park Ward Patent Steel construction with aluminium panels. Wide 
vision screen pillars. 

Continuous draught and dust sealing. 

Chromium plated superimposed moulding along waist rail of the body and on lower 
edge of front wings. 


Special curved electrically operated division window behind front seating, controlled 
from front and rear compartments. 


Folding table with vanity mirror at each side of central cabinet containing decanters 
and glasses, etc. Folding footrests below tables. Grab handles, ashtray and cigar 
lighter on division dado. 


Independent sliding bucket seats with rake adjustment to driver’s seat squab. 
or alternatively 
Sliding bench type front seat with centre folding armrest. 
Two-three persons on the rear seat incorporating recessed centre folding armrest 
with hinged flap and detachable vanity mirror on underside. 


Four, front doors hung on front pillars, rear doors hung on centre pillars. Fitted with 
best quality locks, striking plates and concealed hinges, etc. 

Private lock fitted to three doors. Exterior handles of the push button release type 
and interior safety catches provided. 

Remote control interior handles to front doors. 


Glasses to doors, quarters and backlight. Door window arranged to drop, operated by 
mechanical lifes with winder handles. 

Quarter windows hinged. 

Backlight fixed and incorporating demister. 

Swivelling ventilating windows incorporating drip channels fitted to front doors. 
Safety glass throughout. 


Fixed and panelled. 


In one panel and permanently fixed, glazed with safety glass. 
Adjustable shields to ducts on screen rail for demisting and defrosting. 
Dual wipers fitted at base of screen. 


Approved flashing type, wired to a time switch fitted on the instrument board 
capping. 


Variably controlled fresh air inlet through frontal grilles. Interior controls within 
easy reach of driver and passenger. 


Special Park Ward full-flow type wings of aluminium to the front with stone shields 
and mud lips. Rear wings integral with body also of aluminium. 

Concealed stepboards, fitted with strip rubber in untarnishable channels. 

Access to petrol filler cap incorporating lock by means of hinged door in offside 
rear wing. 
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INSTRUMENT 
BOARD 


TRIMMING STYLE 


FLOOR COVERING 


INTERIOR 
FITTINGS 


LUGGAGE 
AND TOOLS 


SPARE WHEEL 


OTHER 
EQUIPMENT 


EXTERIOR ANISH 
UPHOLSTERY 
INTERIOR 
WOODWORK 


NOTE : 


E. & O. E. 


All instruments supplied with chassis fitted up thereon in approved manner. 
Cubby hole on passenger's side having hinged door and fitted with lock. 
Open cubby hole on driver’s side of board. 

Ashtray and cigar lighter fitted in convenient positions. 

Grab handle fitted to instrument board capping on passenger's side. 

Map reading lamp. 

Radio controls attached to front of pull-out table under centre of board. 


Bolster type with plain cushions and with fluted inserts to squabs 


Pile carpet to tone with upholstery, suitably underlined. 
Heel pads fitted to front carpet. 
Mohair rug to rear floor. 


Two electric roof lamps at rear operated automatically with the opening and closing 
of the rear doors. Provided with switches for independent operation. One light in 
front compartment operated automatically by front doors with switch for in- 
dependent operation. 

Blind to backlight, controlled from the driver's seat. 

Two interior swivel type sun visors with vanity mirror in passenger’s visor. 
Adjustable recessed armrest on each front door. 

Interior driving mirror. 

Slip pocket to each rear door. 

Spring-up type hand pulls over quarter windows. 

Pocket recess in each front door with flap to cover aperture. 

Grab handle on each door dado. 


Luggage boot at rear, access being gained by means of door hinged at the top, 
actuated by spring device, and fitted wich push button release handles incorporating 
lock. 

Provision for road tools. 

Small tools accommodated in sliding tray underneath front seat. 


One spare wheel and tyre supplied with chassis, accomodated underneath floor of 
rear boot. 


Provision at front and rear for identification plates. 

Dual heating for front and rear compartments. 

Radio set as supplied with chassis underneath the centre of the instrument board 
with three loudspeakers, one mounted behind louvres on instrument board and two 
in roof at rear. 

Light in boot operated automatically by opening and closing of boot lid. 

Bumpers to front and rear. 

Windscreen spray equipment, controlled by push button on instrument board. 
Concealed and internally operated locks to bonnet. 

Connecting up lamp equipment supplied with chassis. 


Colour to standard range of shades and distribution to choice. 


In best quality vaumol leather or cloth to standard range of shades, with cloth 
headlining to tone. 


Polished wood fillets. finishers, etc., of walnut, Dadoes and instrument board, etc., 
veneered on face. 


For cars intended for use abroad, appropriate modifcations would be made to such 


items as number plates, private door locks, etc., to equip the car for the country 
concerned, 


Park Ward & Company Limited reserve the right to alter this Specification without 
notice if the materials are not avaliable or for any other reasons. 
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Record £16,500 
for Chitty 


At an auction of Veteran, Vintage, Post Vintage Thoroughbred and other 
cars held by Norman Cole and Partners at Olympia recently a record British 
price of £16,500 was paid for Chitty Chitty Bang Bang II the sole survivor of the 
three monsters built by Count Zbrowski, powered by an 18,882¢.c. Benz aero 
engine. Many of the other vehicles unfortunately were unsold as they failed to 
reach the high reserve prices placed upon them, even though prices generally were 
high. It would seem that a number of people are attempting to cash in on the 
present Vintage car’"vogue" and are expecting high prices for very ordinary cars. 


The large cars at this sale were either very good or in need of attention, 
with the smaller cars coming somewhere in between. Some prices were: 1897 
Benz £6,000; 1908 Renault open two-seater £3,200; 1921 Rolls-Royce Silver 
Ghost tourer with replica body £5,600; 1924-5 Frontenac Ford Sports £1,000; 
1926 Vauxhall Princeton £1,000; 1926 Morris-Cowley Bull Nose Tourer £500; 
1928 Austin Seven Chummy £190; 1933 Sunbeam tourer £540; 1936 Riley Merlin 
£220; Maserati Supercharged 4CM 1} -litre £4,000; 1937 Jaguar SS100 sports 
£2,500; 1938 Bentley 44 -litre sports saloon £750; Jaguar 1951 XK120 roadster, 
believed genuine 17,000 miles, £900; 1953 Bentley R-Type H.J. Mulliner-bodied 
Continental £1,800; 1914 Vauxhall Prince Henry tourer £4,400. 
(Prices listed are pounds sterling). 


£16,500-worth of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang II 
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Vanden Plas 


The original English company of Vanden Plas was in fact the English branch 
of the well-established Belgian firm of Carrosserie Vanden Plas. 


Formed in 1912 to deal with the growing demand in this country for Vanden 
Plas coachwork, the company had a short life owing to the outbreak of war in 1914. 
Production was changed to aircraft construction and shortly after the company 
became a subsidiary of the Aircraft Manufacturing Company at Hendon Aerodrome. 
In 1923 the three brothers Fox purchased the firm from the ailing Aircraft 
Manufacturing Company and established it in its present site at Kingsbury, 
renaming it Vanden Plas (England) 1923 Ltd. 


Next door to the old Bentley Motor Company they made most of the open 
sporting bodies for the various Bentley chassis, and when Rolls-Royce acquired 
Bentley Motors, Vanden Plas produced bodies for the 35 and 44 litre cars. 
Coachwork was mounted on Rolls-Royce chassis from 1923 to 1939. 


During the 1939-45 war they returned to aircraft construction playing a 
major role in the production of Mosquito aircraft. 


In 1946 they joined the Austin Motor Company as a subsidiary and are now a 
car manufacturer in their own right and part of the British Motor Corporation. 


Two door four seat Drop Head Coupé on 1934 20/25 GFE14 
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